THE   FIRST   KNOWN   MEDICAL   MEN
The Chinese have always felt a profound reverence for the
past, and their ancient medical classics are more highly regarded
by them than are the more modern works.
In 1744 the Emperor Kien Lung, a great patron of literature,
conceived the idea of gathering together all the medical know-
ledge then available and publishing it as an encyclopaedia of
medicine and surgery. The work was undertaken by a com-
mittee of experts, and The Golden Mirror of Medicine, in forty
volumes, was the result. It is still regarded as a standard work.
Shortly after this time the pioneers of modern medicine began
to reach China and to influence the traditional beliefs. One of
the first to introduce European medicine into the East was
THOMAS R. COLLEDGE, a young surgeon in the service of the
East India Company, who, in 1827, opened a hospital for diseases
of the eye at Macao. A few years later (1835), Colledge colla-
borated with an American medical missionary, PETER PARKER,
in the establishment of a general hospital at Canton. One of the
main objects of this hospital was " to educate Chinese youths in
Western medicine/5 Among those youths was SUN YAT SEN
(1867-1925), first President of the Chinese Republic, who
graduated at Hong-kong, but continued to take an active
interest in the hospital and school at Canton which now bears
his name1.
The first Chinese to study medicine abroad was WONG FOON,
who graduated at Edinburgh in 1855 an<^ ^en practised at Canton
until his death in 1878.
The pioneer work at Canton was followed by the foundation
of hospitals and medical schools in many other parts of China.
Originally staffed mainly by British and American doctors, all
those institutions have now come under the management of the
Chinese, who are well fitted for the task, although the need for
well-trained medical men is enormous. Although some of the
ancient ideas and methods still hold their own, China is gradually
evolving a system of medical practice which follows Western
teaching and yet retains all that is best in the old and venerated
Chinese tradition.
Medicine in Japan followed the adopted Chinese lines until
recent years, when the influence of Germany became prominent
Many of the leaders of Japanese medicine were trained in Germany,
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